Instructions for Form 56

(Rev. December 2024)

Notice Concerning Fiduciary Relationship

SRS

Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code unless
otherwise noted.

Future Developments

For the latest information about developments related to Form 56
and its instructions, such as legislation enacted after they were
published, go to /IRS.gov/Form56.

Photographs of Missing Children

The IRS is a proud partner with the National Center for Missing &
Exploited Children® (NCMEC). Photographs of missing children
selected by the Center may appear in instructions on pages that
would otherwise be blank. You can help bring these children
home by looking at the photographs and calling
1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678) if you recognize a child.

General Instructions
Purpose of Form

Form 56 is used to notify the IRS of the creation or termination of
a fiduciary relationship under section 6903 and give notice of
qualification under section 6036.

Form 56 cannot be used to update the last known
. address of the person, business, or entity for whom you
(YR are acting. Use Form 8822, Change of Address, or Form
8822-B, Change of Address or Responsible Party—Business, to
update the last known address.

Who Must File

A fiduciary (see Definitions below) who seeks to act on behalf of
a taxpayer before the IRS, or to inform the IRS that the fiduciary
capacity has terminated, must file Form 56 to notify the IRS of
the creation or termination of a fiduciary relationship under
section 6903.

Receivers and assignees for the benefit of creditors also file
Form 56 to give notice of qualification under section 6036.
However, a bankruptcy trustee, debtor-in-possession, or other
like fiduciary in a bankruptcy proceeding is not required to give
notice of qualification under section 6036. Trustees, etc., in
bankruptcy proceedings are subject to the notice requirements
under title 11 of the United States Code (Bankruptcy Rules).

Do not use Form 56 if you are notifying the IRS that you
are the authorized representative of the taxpayer.
(o

) /nstead, use Form 2848, Power of Attorney and
Declaration of Representative.

A fiduciary is treated by the IRS as if the fiduciary is actually
the taxpayer. Upon appointment, the fiduciary automatically has
both the right and the responsibility to undertake all actions the
taxpayer is required to perform. For example, the fiduciary must
file returns and pay any taxes due on behalf of the taxpayer.

An authorized representative is treated by the IRS as the
agent of the taxpayer. The authorized representative can only
perform the duties authorized by the taxpayer, as indicated on
Form 2848. An authorized representative is not required nor
permitted to do anything other than the actions explicitly
authorized by the taxpayer.

Definitions

Fiduciary. A fiduciary is any person in a position of confidence
acting on behalf of any other person. A fiduciary assumes the
powers, rights, duties, and privileges of the person or entity on
whose behalf the fiduciary is acting. Examples of fiduciaries
include administrators, conservators, designees, executors,
guardians, receivers, trustees of a trust, trustees in bankruptcy,
personal representatives, persons in possession of property of a
decedent’s estate, or debtors-in-possession of assets in any
bankruptcy proceeding by order of the court.

Person. A person is any individual, trust, estate, partnership,
association, company, or corporation.

Decedent’s estate. A decedent’s estate is a taxable entity
separate from the decedent that comes into existence at the time
of the decedent’s death. It generally continues to exist until the
final distribution of the estate’s assets is made to the heirs and
other beneficiaries.

Terminating entities. A terminating entity, such as a
corporation, partnership, trust, etc., only has the legal capacity to
establish a fiduciary relationship while it is in existence.
Establishing a fiduciary relationship prior to termination of the
entity allows the fiduciary to represent the entity on all tax
matters after it is terminated.

When and Where To File

Notice of fiduciary relationship. Generally, you must file Form
56 when you create (or terminate) a fiduciary relationship. File
Form 56 with the Internal Revenue Service Center where the
person for whom you are acting is required to file tax returns.

Proceedings (other than bankruptcy) and assignments for
the benefit of creditors. A fiduciary who is appointed or
authorized to act as:
® Areceiver in a receivership proceeding or similar fiduciary
(including a fiduciary in aid of foreclosure); or
® An assignee for the benefit of creditors, must file Form 56
on, or within 10 days of, the date of appointment with the
Advisory Group Manager, of the area office of the IRS
having jurisdiction over the person for whom you are acting.
See Pub. 4235, Collection Advisory Offices Contact
Information, for more information.

The receiver or assignee may also file a separate Form 56
with the service center where the person for whom the fiduciary
is acting is required to file tax returns to provide the notice
required by section 6903.

Specific Instructions

Part I—Ildentification

Provide all the information called for in this part. If there is more
than one fiduciary, each fiduciary must file a separate Form 56 or
otherwise provide notice of their status to the IRS.

Name. File a separate Form 56 for each person for whom you
are acting in a fiduciary capacity. For example, if you will be filing
the decedent’s final Form 1040 and are the executor/
administrator of the decedent’s estate, file one Form 56 entering
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the name of the decedent as the person for whom you are acting
and file one Form 56 entering the name of the estate as the
name of the person for whom you are acting.

Identifying number. If you are acting for an individual, an
individual debtor, or other person whose assets are controlled,
the identifying number is the social security number (SSN) or
individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN). If you are acting
for a person other than an individual, the identifying number is
the employer identification number (EIN).

Decedents. If you are acting on behalf of a decedent, enter the
decedent's SSN or ITIN shown on the decedent’s final Form
1040 in the space provided. If you are acting on behalf of a
decedent’s estate that must file a Form 706, United States
Estate (and Generation-Skipping Transfer) Tax Return, enter the
decedent’s SSN or ITIN and the EIN (if applicable) as discussed
under Identifying number, earlier.

Address. Include the suite, room, or other unit number after the
street address.

If the postal service does not deliver mail to the street
address and the fiduciary has a P.O. box, show the box number
instead of the street address.

For a foreign address, enter the information in the following
order: city, province or state, and country. Follow the country’s
practice for entering the postal code. Do not abbreviate the
country name.

Form 8822 or Form 8822-B must be used to update the
last known address of the person, business, or entity for
() whom you are acting.

Section A. Authority

Line 1a. Testate estates. Check the box on line 1a if you are
the executor of an estate of a decedent who died testate (that is,
having left a valid will) and have been authorized to serve by a
court of appropriate jurisdiction. Attach to your Form 56 current
letters testamentary or a court certificate as proof of your court
appointment. Enter the decedent’s date of death on line 2a.

Line 1b. Intestate estates with court appointment. Check
the box on line 1b if you have been appointed the administrator
or representative of an estate of a decedent who died intestate
(that is, without leaving a valid will). Attach to your Form 56
current letters testamentary or a court certificate as proof of your
court appointment. Enter the decedent’s date of death on

line 2a.

Line 1c. Guardianship. Check the box on line 1c if a court of
appropriate jurisdiction has appointed you to serve as guardian,
custodian, or conservator over the interests of another person or
entity. Enter the date you were appointed on line 2b.

Line 1d. Intestate estates with no court appointment.
Check the box on line 1d if you are the fiduciary of a decedent
who died intestate (that is, without leaving a valid will). Only
check this box if there is no court appointed administrator or
representative for the estate of the decedent and you are the
sole person charged with the property of the decedent. Enter the
decedent's date of death on line 2a.

Line 1e. Trusts. If you were named a trustee under a valid
instrument, check the box on line 1e and enter the date of your
appointment or the date of the transfer of assets on line 2b.

Line 1f. Bankruptcy or assignment for the benefit of cred-
itors. If you are a bankruptcy trustee or an assignee for the

benefit of creditors, check the box on line 1f. Enter the date the
assets were assigned to you on line 2b.

Line 1g. Other proceedings. If you are acting in a fiduciary
capacity under circumstances different from those listed on lines
1a through 1f, check the box on line 1g and describe the
authority for the fiduciary relationship in the space provided.
Enter the date you were appointed or assets were transferred or
assigned to you on line 2b.

Line 2a. Date of death. Complete this line only if you checked
the box on line 1a, line 1b, or line 1d.

Line 2b. Date of appointment or transfer of assets.
Complete this line only if you checked the box on line 1c, 1e, 1f,
or1ig.

You must be prepared to furnish evidence that
substantiates your authority to act as a fiduciary.
CAUTION

Section B. Nature of Liability and Tax
Notices

Lines 3 and 4. Check the appropriate box(es) indicating the
type of tax and forms you will be filing in performance of your
fiduciary duties.

Line 5. If your authority does not cover all years or tax periods,
check the box and list the specific years or periods within your
authority.

Form 56 cannot be used to request copies of notices
and correspondence.
CAUTION

Part Il—Revocation or Termination of

Notice

Complete Part Il only if you are revoking or terminating a prior
notice concerning a fiduciary relationship. Completing Section B
or C does not relieve any new or substitute fiduciary of the
requirement to file a Form 56 or to otherwise give notice.

Part lll—Court and Administrative
Proceedings

Complete this part only if you have been appointed a receiver,
trustee, or fiduciary by a court or other governmental unit in a
proceeding other than a bankruptcy proceeding.

If proceedings are scheduled for more than one date, time, or
place, attach a separate schedule of the proceedings.

Assignment for the benefit of creditors. If you have been
appointed as an assignee for the benefit of creditors, you must
attach the following information:

1. A brief description of the assets that were assigned; and

2. An explanation of the action to be taken regarding such
assets, including any hearings, meetings of creditors, sale,
or other scheduled action.

Part IV—Signature

Sign Form 56 under penalty of perjury and enter a title
describing your role as a fiduciary (for example, assignee,
executor, guardian, trustee, personal representative, receiver,
conservator, surviving spouse, or sole heir in possession of the
property of the decedent).
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Paperwork Reduction Act and Privacy Act Notice. We ask for the information on this form to carry out the Internal Revenue laws of
the United States. Form 56 is provided for your convenience in meeting this requirement and its use is voluntary. Sections 6903 and
6036 require you to inform the IRS of the creation or termination of a fiduciary relationship. Under section 6109 you must disclose the
social security number or other identification number of the individual or entity for which you are acting. The principal purpose of this
disclosure is to secure proper identification of the taxpayer. We also need this information to gain access to the tax information in our
files and properly respond to your request. We may disclose this information to the Department of Justice for civil or criminal litigation,
and to cities, states, and the District of Columbia for use in administering their tax laws. We may also disclose this information to other
countries under a tax treaty, to federal and state agencies to enforce federal nontax criminal laws, or to federal law enforcement and
intelligence agencies to combat terrorism. If you do not disclose this information, we may suspend processing the notice of fiduciary
relationship and not consider this as proper notification until you provide the information. Providing false information may subject you to
penalties.

You are not required to provide the information requested on a form that is subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act unless the form
displays a valid OMB control number. Books or records relating to a form or its instructions must be retained as long as their contents
may become material in the administration of any Internal Revenue law. Generally, tax returns and return information are confidential
as required by section 6103.

The time needed to complete and file this form will vary depending on individual circumstances. The estimated average time is:

Recordkeeping . . . . . . . . . 9 min.

Learning about the law ortheform . . . . . . . . . . . .. 38 min
Preparing the form. . . . . . . . . 55 min.
Copying, assembling, and sending the formtotheIRS. . . . . . . . ... ... ... . .. .. ... . ... .. ... 19 min.

If you have comments concerning the accuracy of these time estimates or suggestions for making this form simpler, we would be
happy to hear from you. You can send us comments through /RS.gov/FormsComments. Or you can write to:

Internal Revenue Service

Tax Forms and Publications Division
1111 Constitution Ave. NW, IR-6526
Washington, DC 20224

Don’t send the form to this office. Instead, see When and Where To File, earlier.

Instructions for Form 56 (Rev. 12-2024) 3


https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/comment-on-tax-forms-and-publications

	Future Developments
	Photographs of Missing Children
	General Instructions
	Purpose of Form
	Who Must File
	Definitions
	When and Where To File

	Specific Instructions
	Part I—Identification
	Section A. Authority
	Section B. Nature of Liability and Tax Notices
	Part II—Revocation or Termination of Notice
	Part III—Court and Administrative Proceedings
	Part IV—Signature

	Paperwork Reduction Act and Privacy Act Notice.


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [39.000 39.000]
>> setpagedevice


